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- Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh on Sat-
urday lamented that Hindiwas
not used more extensively in
official work despite a large
chunk of people knowing or
speaking the language.
Pitching for its regular use
in government offices, he said
it was ironic that even 67 years
after the couniry’s Independ-
ence, Hindiwas not being used
widely in government offices.

“Seventy-five per cent of the -

people in the country either
speak or know Hindi. But we

do not use Hindi in official
work. Now, such a situation has
come that we have to observe
‘Hindi Divas’,”he said ata “Ra-
jbhasha Samaroh” here,

President's view

Addressing the gathering,
President Pranab Mukherjee
said Hindi has its own special

" position in a vast country like

India, where many languages
are spoken.

“Itis the symbol of our social
and cultural unity, and is the

main connecting language be-

tween the people. Tralso has a
significant role in connecting
the government to the people.
In order to ensure the success
of social welfare schemes and
programmes, it is necessary
to see that they reach the peo-
ple in their own language,” he
said.

Mukherjee expressed hap-
piness that the use of Hindi was
gaining popularity on the In-
ternet and elsewhere. He said:
“We must make all efforts to
maximise the usage of Hindi.”
DH News Service
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Hindi @ Symb@ of

cultural unity of
_Indig: President

NEW DELHI: Describing
Hindi as the symbol of social
and cultural unity of India, Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee on Sat-
urday said the language has a
significant role in connecting
the government and the people.
“In a vast country like India,
where many languages are spo-
ken, Hindi has its own special
position. It is the symbol of our
social and cultural unity and is
~ the main connecting language
between the people. Hindi also
has a significant role in con-
- necting the government and the
~people;,” he said at a function, -
‘Rajbhasha Samaroh, organised
by the Home Ministry. Giving
awards to ditferent ministries
and departments for their ini-
tiatives for promoting Hindj, the
President expressed the hope
that the ‘Rajbhasha Awards
would further encourage peo-
ple to adopt the language. agenciss
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Rajnath for use of Hin

PNS = NEW DELHI
Despite Hindi being the

L Jnational language of the
country, the irony remains that
Government has to set aside a
day ora week to encourage the
use of language in Government
work, Expressing concern over
this situation, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh said
that with such a scenario, there
would be no future for Hindi
and other Indian languages.

! “Seventy-five per cent of
the people in the country either
speak or know Hindi. But we
do not use Hindi in official
work. Now such a situation has
come that we have to observe
Hindi Divas,” Singh said at the
‘Rajbhasha Samarol’ in Vigyan
Bhawan.

< ‘While pitching for the use
of national language regularly in
Government offices, Home
Minister said although three-
fourths of the Indian people
know or speak Hindi yet the
language is not used amply in
official work even after 67 years
of country’s Independence.

The Home Minister said
that non-Hindi speaking stal-
warts of India’s freedom move-
rhent like Bal Gangadhar Tilak,

President Pranab Mukherjee, Home Minister Rajnath Sin

Delhi on Saturday

gh, MoS Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju with the awardees of the Indira Gandhi Rajbhasha Awards 2013-14 in New

| in Govt Oﬂices

PT!

Subhash Chandra Bose and C
Rajagopalachari had advocat-
ed the promotion of Hindi
For his part, President
Pranab Mukherjee said the
language has a significant role

in connecting the Government

and the people.

“In avast country like India,
where many languages are spo-
ken, Hindi has its own special
position. It is the symbol of our
social and cultural unity and is

the main connecting language

between the people. Hindi also
has a significant role in con-
necting the Government and the
people;” he said.

Department of Finance
Service, Food and Public
Distribution, Railways,

Information and Broadcasting,
Parliamentary Affairs and
Telecommunications were
some of the Ministries that
were given the Rajbhasha
Awards for their extra-ordinary
efforts in promoting Hindi.
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The NDA government on
Saturday once again made
a strong pitch for use of
Hindi in official work as
well as all walks of life.
Home minister Rajnath
Singh pitched for its use
regularly in government
offices, saying that even
though three-fourths of

_ the Indian people know or

speak Hindi, it is ironic
that the language is not
used more extensively in
official work.

Mr Singh said Hindi
faces a crisis if no one
uses Hindi there would be
no future for Hindi as well
as other Indian languages.
The home minister said
that non-Hindi speaking
stalwarts of India’s free-
dom movement like Bal

Asian Age, Delhi
Sunday 16th November 2014, Page: 3
Width: 19.66 cms, Height: 11.04 cms, a4r,

President Pranab Mukherijee (centre) presents the
Official Language Award to 1&B secretary Bimal Julka in
New Delhi on Saturday. Union home minister Rajnath
Singh (left) and MoS for home affairs Kiren Ruuu are

also seen.

Gangadhar Tilak,
Subhash Chandra Bose
and C. Rajagopalachari
had advocated the promo-
tion and expansion of
Hindi. Mr Singh said that
the 21st century is the cen-

tury of Indian and Asian
languages - and all efforts
must be made for their
promotion.

Describing Hindi as the
symbol of social and cul-
tural wunity of India,

Ref: pmin.2014-11-16.25.31

President Pranab
Mukherijee on Saturday
said the language has a
significant role in con-
necting the government

‘and the people. “In a vast.

country like India, where

2/3rds in coum:ry use Hmdl but lack of use ironic, says Rajnath Smgh

many languages are Spo-

ken, Hindi has its own spe-

cial position. It is the sym- -
bol of our.social and cul-

tural unity and is the

main connecting language

between the people. Hindi

also has a significant role

in connecting the govern--
ment and the people,” he

said at the “Rajbhasha
Samaroh”.

Mr Mukherjee said that
in order to ensure that
social welfare schemes are
successful, it is necessary
to see to it that they are
presented to the people in
their own - language.
“Therefore, Hindi and
other Indian languages
should be used in a man-
ner that the information
and benefit of the develop-.
ment schemes can easily
reach the common man,”
he said.
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Heisenberg’s
theory based
on Vedas,
says Rajnath

Deeptiman.Tiwary \
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Inline with BJP’s
; consistent
emphasis on
projecting the
country’s an-
cient knowl-
edge, home -
% | minister Raj-
: nath Singh on
M Saturday said
. thatfundamentals of German
physicist Werner Heisen- -
berg’s .principle of tncert-
ainty (in quantumn physics)
werebased on Vedas.

The statement, made on
Hindi Diwas, is based on as-
Sertions made in a 1975 book
by Fritjof ~Capra. But (he
homeministry’s pressnoteon
the issue made the minister .
laek rather igriorant.’
o~ The press nofe’ quoted
Singh ‘as  saying: “Famous -
scientist Eisenhower’'stheory
of uncertainty was  based
on Vedas.” However, a careful
listening of the minister’s
speech shows that he actually
mentioned “Heisenberg” and
not “Eisenhower”, ’

Singh said Capra has men-
tioned that Heisenberg got the
fundamentals of hisidea ina ..

conversation over Vedas withis:
Rabindranath Tagore. - Ad-
dressinga function tofelicitate
different ministries, Singh
said, “Seventy-five per cent of
the people in the country ei-
ther speak or know Hindi. But
we do not use Hindi in official
work. Now, such a situation
has come that we have to ob-
serve ‘Hindi Diwag’,” he said.
Forthefullreport, logon
- towww.timesofindia.com
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THDCIL CMD R 3 T Sai receiving the Indira Gandhi Rajbhasha
Award from President Pranah Muldierjee in the presence of
Home Minister Rujnath Singh and Mo$ for Home Kiren Rijiju
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NEW DELME Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh on Sat-
urday lamented that Hindi was
not used more extensively in
official worle despite a large
chunk of people knowing or
speaking the language.
Pitching for its regular use
in government offices, he said
it was ironic that even 67 years
after the country’s Independ-
ence, Hindi was not being used
widely in government offices.
“Seventy-five per cent of the
people in the country ecither
speak or know Hindi. But we

do not use Hindi in official
work. Now, such a situation has
come that we have to observe
‘Hindi Divas’” he said ata “Ra-
jbhasha Samaroh” here,

President’s view
Addressing the gathering,
President Pranah Mukherjee
said Hindi has its own special
position in a vast couniry like
India, where many languages
are spoken.

“Itis the symbol of our social
and cultural unity, and is the

main connecting language be-

tween the people. It also hasa
significant role in connecting
the government 1o the people.

In order to ensure the success

of social welfare schemes and
programmes, it is necessary
to see that they reach the peo-
ple in their own language;” he
said.

Mukherjee expressed hap-
piness that the use of Hindi was
gaining popularity on the In-
ternet and elsewhere. He said:
“We must make all efforts to
maximise the usage of Hindi.”
DH News Service
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Pushmg H1nd1 111 adv1sed

nion home. mmlister Rajhath:
I ’ Hindi chauvinist to furthér #lienate: large-s
don’t normally speak Hindi or its dialects. The promotion of Hindi

as a national language isn’t a dead idea: there is a place in any society to
promote local languages. But to insist on extensively using Hindi in offi-
cial communications. particularlv between New Delhi and states. would
be to defy constitutional guarantees to all citizens. In a country of such
diversity, any unreasoning pursuit of uniformity will be disastrous.

The imposition of Hindustani or Hindi is an old idea that lost relevance
a long ago, and has little place in a shrinking world that is undergoing so -
much transformation. Even when it was first thought of in the-
Ceonstituent Assembly, critics denounced chauvinists’ aims. T.T.
Krishnamachari echoed the sentiment, saying back then: “This kind of
intolerance makes us fear the strong Centre which we need, a strong
Centre which is necessary, will also mean enslavement of people who do
not speak the language of the Centre.” These words are relevani even
today. -

Given the number of officially recognised languages, it would ill behove
the new government to churn out old ideas fo further its votebank in the
Hindi heartland. To say 75 per cent of people know or speak Hindi is to
take vast liberties with the truth. As home minister, Mr Singh should be
‘careful to trigger further divisive fendencies. Language is a means of
communication, not a political tool.




